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PROJECT NO. P0093210, EP WIND PROJECT (ROM) SIX SRL FINAL JULY 2009 

CHIRNOGENI WIND FARM, CONSTANŢA, ROMANIA 1 MEETING MINUTES 

Subject/Reference Meeting with representatives of the Local 
Environmental Protection Agency (LEPA) 
Constanţa 

Venue LEPA Constanţa office, 23 Unirii Street, 
Constanţa 

Date of Meeting 03 November 2008 
Participants Catiuşa Tompoş (LEPA Constanţa), Romeo 

Popescu (EP), William Galton (PowerCorp), 
Sean Miller (EP), Dana Afrenie (ERM), 
Silviu Harabagiu (ERM), Lauren Osmond 
(ERM) 

Date 3 November 2008 

 ACTION 

1. Introductions & Background (RP)  
Mr. Popescu gave an introduction to EP Global Energy and the 
Project. 

 

2. Discussion  

• When requesting the Urban Certificate for the land 
within the project site boundary for the turbine 
footprint it is very important to provide as much 
information as possible.  This will ensure that the most 
appropriate and favourable UC is issued.  This would 
stipulate that both a PUZ and Construction Permit 
(PAC) are required for construction approval (and that 
an additional ‘Strategic Environmental Assessment’ 
(SEA) will not be required).     

 

• The request for the UC should include all project 
components (including substation, roads, overhead 
power lines etc.).  

 

• Should an SEA be required then the competent 
authority is REPA Galaţi (not LEPA Constanţa). 

 

• 32 wind farm projects have been registered in the 
Dobrogea region; however, only two of these have 
received Environmental Agreements.  This is due to 
lack of information provided or budgeting rather than 
authorities and public objection. 

 

• Baseline surveys are most likely to include noise, birds, 
flora & fauna – including invertebrates in particular if 
the area is bird habitat, shadow flicker, Natura 2000 site 
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identification etc. 

• It is necessary for the ESIA Report to contain the final 
footprint of the wind turbines within the project site 
boundary.  Any significant changes could require for 
the ESIA Report (and associated studies) to be revised, 
however, small alterations within the site boundary 
should not be an issue. 

 

• The local people are generally in favour of wind farm 
projects in the region as there is the potential for 
employment and 2% of the tax that the proponent will 
pay will be fed directly to the local council.  This in turn 
will benefit the local economy and infrastructure etc. 

 

• LEPA was not able to provide information on other 
projects in the region.  However, there are two wind 
farms that have been approved in the region that have 
EIA Reports.  Upon filling out the relevant forms and 
presenting them, these documents can be viewed. 

 

• LEPA could not confirm the procedure for the PUZ and 
recommended that the project visit the County Council 
to obtain further information. 

 

• LEPA confirmed that it is acceptable to combine both 
the first and second TAC Meeting. 

 

• LEPA recommended that when obtaining permits and 
certificates that a project representative goes in person 
to do this. 

 

• Based on internal discussions with REPA Galati and 
NEPA, the decision has been made to always request an 
EIA Report for a wind farm project. 

 

• EP Global Energy must provide evidence that they 
own/lease all the land within the project site boundary 
by the time of the public debate. 
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Subject/Reference Meeting with representatives of Constanţa County 
Council (CCC) 

Venue Constanţa County Council office, Urbanism 
Department, 51 Tomis Boulevard, Constanţa 

Date of Meeting 3 November 2008 
Participants Mrs. Dragoş (Constanţa County Council), Dana 

Afrenie (ERM), Silviu Harabagiu (ERM) 
Date 3 November 2008 

 

In order to request/apply for the Urban Certificate, the 
following documents are required: 

 

• Site Map: showing all parcels of land to be included 
within the project site boundary.  These need to be 
stamped and signed by the Cadastral Authority (OCPI) 

 

• Site Layout Plan: showing the anticipated location of 
the project components. 

 

• Zoning Plan: showing the distances from the closest 
residential areas/properties, distances from 
infrastructure such as overhead lines, gas pipelines etc. 

 

• Opportunity Study:  This is a new requirement from a 
recent change in Law 350/2008.  This study should 
describe the reasons as to why the site in question has 
been chosen for the project (the results of feasibility 
studies etc).  There are two ways which were described 
with regard to the submission of this study as follows: 

- submit to the relevant commune councils and obtain a 
principle approval for the project; or 

- submit the study directly to the CCC along with the 
request/application for the UC (as a supporting 
document).  

 

• Technical Memorandum: This is a brief project 
description to include height, foundation details, 
turbine capacity etc. This description should be drafted 
by EP – ERM will provide details of the information to 
be included. 

 

• Form/Fiche: cover letter to which all the above relevant 
documentation should be attached. 
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Subject/Ref 
 

Chirnogeni Wind Farm – Early consultation meeting 

Venue 
 

Chirnogeni Commune Hall, Chirnogeni Commune, 
Constanta County 

Date of 
Meeting 
 

17 March 2009 

Attendees  
 

Gheorghe Manta (Mayor of Chirnogeni Commune), 
Athanasios Efkarpidis (EPGE), Dana Afrenie (ERM), Iulia 
Luta (ERM)  

Distribution 
 

EPGE and ERM 

Date 20 March 2009 
 
 ACTION 
1. Introductions & Presentation of the Project (ERM & EPGE)  
Ms. Afrenie, Ms. Luta and Mr. Efkarpidis presented themselves and their 
involvement in the Chirnogeni Wind Farm project.  

 

2. Discussion  
• ERM presented the status of the Project and stressed the purpose of 

conducting such consultation meetings. 
 

• According to the international standards, the EIA procedure requires 
early consultation meetings to be held with the stakeholders and local 
public in order to learn their concerns about the Project. These 
meetings are held before submission of application documents to the 
Local Environmental Protection Agency (LEPA) Constanta so that the 
comments and concerns addressed by stakeholders and public are 
taken into consideration. 

 

• The Mayor of Chirnogeni Commune expressed his opinion regarding 
the Chirnogeni Wind Farm Project. He considered that the project will 
bring certain advantages to the local communities as well as certain 
disadvantages. 

 

• One of the advantages from the implementation of the proposed 
Project will be that people will have an improved infrastructure, 
namely gravel roads instead of some of the current agricultural service 
tracks. For this, the Mayor proposed, however, that the Commune 
Hall and EPGE could form a public-private partnership for the 
rehabilitation of the existing exploitation roads: the Commune Hall 
would provide the land and EPGE would provide the financial means 
for the construction. 

 

• Another advantage that the Mayor identified referred to the good 
price that EPGE paid the farmers for the land that was purchased. 

 

• The Mayor does not consider that noise will be an issue of concern for 
the local community. 

 

• Among the issues that the Mayor does not consider to be beneficial for  
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his Commune is the payment of the project taxes and fees to 
Independenta Commune.  

• The construction of new access roads may also have certain impacts 
on the crops in the area of these roads. The shepherds may be tempted 
to use the new roads instead of the rutes indicated by the Mayor. 
Consequently, passing herds may have an impact on the crops at the 
side of the road. 

 

• The Mayor also mentioned that it may be difficult to identify the real 
land owner of the areas that will have to be crossed by the overhead 
lines. This issue has been identified as a consequence of illegal 
changes of land areas between owners leasing the land over which the 
Commune Hall does not have the competence to enforce any 
constraints. 

 

•   
• The Mayor also identified a certain land lease holders who may have 

certain comments related to the Project because the overhead lines will 
cross a significant area of the lands he is working.  

 

• ERM consulted the Mayor with regard to the organization of a 
consultation meeting involving members of the Local Commune 
Council, public and land lease holders. 

• The Mayor proposed to hold such a meeting on Sunday 29 March 2009 
at the Local Community Centre. He proposed that the Project 
developer should prepare formal letters of invitation which should be 
addressed to the local counsellors, land lease holders and land 
owners. He also suggested that the invitation letters could include the 
symbol of the Commune Hall in order to provide a more official note 
to the meeting.  

EPGE to confirm 
attendance of the 
consultation meeting 
proposed for 29 
March 2009 to ERM 
by Tuesday 24 March 
2009.  
ERM will present the 
ppt presentation 
prepared for public 
consultation, which 
was previously 
discussed and agreed 
with EPGE. Should 
EPGE wish to use this 
event for company 
promotion and make 
additional 
preparations, these 
shall be previously 
discussed with ERM. 
ERM will prepare the 
content of the 
invitation letter and 
EPGE will make sure 
it is addressed to 
invitees. 

• ERM asked the Mayor to indicate a potential source of information 
regarding what crops are usually grown and how frequent are farmers 
working the lands near the project area.  
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• The Mayor replied that agricultural land is farmed entirely on the 
territory of the commune and most frequent crops include wheat, 
corn, rape, barley, sun flower and herbs. 

 

• ERM asked the Mayor whether he was aware of other projects which 
may overlap with the site selected for the wind farm development. 

 

• The Mayor reported that the Constanta and Tulcea counties are 
included in the National Afforestation Program which means that 
forest shelter belts will need to be planted on the sides of the roads. 
The forest belts are planned to be 10 m wide and will pass 
approximately 400 m south of the project site. The minimum required 
distance between such a belt and a pole for the overhead line is of 5 m 
and it will be easily observed. 

• The Mayor reported that no financing is currently foreseen for the 
implementation of the forest belts; therefore, afforestation measures 
will not be enforced within the near future.  

• An important issue which was mentioned by the Mayor refers to the 
land areas which will be used for tree planting. Land owners will have 
two alternatives: either to accept the planting of trees on their land 
and engage to grow them into a forest or they will take the risk of the 
expropriated of their property. 

 

• In terms of spatial planning, the Mayor was not aware of other major 
infrastructure projects to be currently planned for implementation in 
the future. 

 

• ERM provided the Mayor with 16 project pamphlets prepared for the 
information of the public. 
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Subject/Ref 
 

Chirnogeni Wind Farm – Early consultation meeting 

Venue 
 

Independenta Commune Hall, Independenta Commune, 
Constanta County 

Date of 
Meeting 
 

17 March 2009 

Attendees  
 

Cristea Gascan (Mayor of Independenta Commune), 
Athanasios Efkarpidis (EPGE), Dana Afrenie (ERM), Iulia 
Luta (ERM)  

Distribution 
 

EPGE and ERM 

Date 17 March 2009 
 
 ACTION 
1. Introductions & Presentation of the Project (ERM & EPGE)  
Ms. Afrenie, Ms. Luta and Mr. Efkarpidis presented themselves and their 
involvement in the Chirnogeni Wind Farm project. 

 

2. Discussion  
• ERM presented the status of the Project and stressed the purpose of 

conducting such consultation meetings. 
 

• According to the international standards, the EIA procedure requires 
early consultation meetings to be held with the stakeholders and local 
public in order to learn their concerns about the Project. These 
meetings are held before submission of application documents to the 
Local Environmental Protection Agency (LEPA) Constanta so that the 
comments and concerns addressed by stakeholders and public are 
taken into consideration. 

 

• The Mayor of Independenta Commune expressed his concern related 
to the legal and financial registration of EPGE’s working point. If it is 
registered at Chirnogeni, as it was originally considered to be the 
owner of the agricultural lands, all project taxes and fees would go to 
the budget of Chirnogeni Commune. Since the project site is located in 
the unincorporated area owned by Independenta Commune, the 
Mayor requested EPGE to register the working point at Independenta 
in order to make sure that taxes and fees are paid to the budget of the 
Independenta Commune.  

 

• The Mayor also stated that he was not aware of any comments or 
concerns of the local farmers with regard to the proposed Project. 

 

• ERM consulted the Mayor with regard to the organization of a 
consultation meeting involving members of the Local Commune 
Council, public and land lease holders. 

• The Mayor reported that the following meeting of the Local 
Commune Council will be held on 27 March 2009 and proposed to use 
it as an opportunity to also consult Council members. He expressed 

EPGE to confirm 
attendance of the 
Council meeting on 
27 March 2009 to ERM 
by Tuesday 24 March 
2009.  
ERM will present the 
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the availability to invite local farmers to be informed with regard to 
the proposed Project. 

ppt presentation 
prepared for public 
consultation, which 
was previously 
discussed and agreed 
with EPGE. Should 
EPGE wish to use this 
event for company 
promotion and make 
additional 
preparations, these 
shall be previously 
discussed with ERM. 

• The Mayor was told by representatives of Constanta County Council 
that ENEL Constanta will accept and allow the works that EPGE 
needs to conduct in order to be able to transfer the energy generated 
by the wind farm into the national power grid provided that EPGE 
performs all the necessary upgrade works. 

 

• ERM asked the Mayor to indicate a potential source of information 
regarding what crops are usually grown and how frequent are farmers 
working the lands near the project area.  

 

• The Mayor indicated that the Payment and Intervention Agency for 
Agriculture as a potential source of information regarding the types of 
crops and land areas planted with each type of crop. 

 

• ERM asked the Mayor whether he was aware of other projects which 
may overlap with the site selected for the wind farm development.  

 

• The Mayor reported that there is a project to plant forest shelter-belts 
from the Olteni village to Movila Verde village. The project has been 
approved for financing and will start in autumn 2009. The forest belts 
will cover an area of 110 ha and will be located at a distance of 
approximately 3 km from the Project site.  

 

• No other projects were indicated by the Mayor as having a potential 
impact on the Chirnogeni Wind Farm. 

 

• ERM provided the Mayor with 16 project pamphlets prepared for the 
information of the public. 
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Subject/Ref 
 

Chirnogeni Wind Farm – Early consultation meeting 

Venue 
 

NGO Oceanic Club office, 41 Decebal Street, Constanta, 
Constanta County 

Date of 
Meeting 
 

18 March 2009 

Attendees  
 

Mr. Razvan Popescu Mirceni (NGO Oceanic Club), 
Athanasios Efkarpidis (EPGE), Dana Afrenie (ERM) 

Distribution 
 

EPGE and ERM 

Date 20 March 2009 
 
 ACTION 
1. Introductions & Presentation of the Project (ERM & EPGE)  
Mr. Razvan Popescu Mirceni is the Coordinating Manager of the Club. Ms. 
Afrenie and Mr. Efkarpidis presented themselves and their involvement in 
the Chirnogeni Wind Farm project. Consultation presentation and project 
pamphlet were provided to support the discussion. 

 

2. Discussion  
• ERM presented the status of the Project and stressed the purpose of 

conducting such consultation meetings.  
 

• According to the international standards, the EIA procedure requires 
early consultation meetings to be held with the stakeholders and local 
public in order to learn their concerns about the Project. These 
meetings are held before submission of application documents to the 
Local Environmental Protection Agency (LEPA) Constanta so that the 
comments and concerns addressed by stakeholders and public are 
taken into consideration. 

 

• Mr. Popescu Mirceni asked which is the type of land area selected for 
project development. He explained his question with the fact that 
Dobrogea comprises many areas of steppe in which the development 
of wind farm projects would be a significant issue of concern.  

• Ms. Afrenie clarified that the project will be located on agricultural 
land in the unincorporated area of Independenta Commune. 

• Mr. Popescu Mirceni confirmed that there will be no significant issues 
of concern given the location of the site in an agricultural area. 
However, he mentioned that Dobrogea is the region which hosts the 
highest number of endemic bird species. This aspect should be 
presented in the TM and considered in the EIA. 

 

• Mr. Popescu Mirceni advised consulting the Romanian Bats Protection 
Association with regard to the Project. He also indicated that the 
guideline “Bats and EIA” developed by the Association is a useful 
document to use in the EIA procedure.  

• Ms. Afrenie confirmed that ERM has already received the guideline 
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and plans to consult the Association in order to identify potential 
concerns. 

• Mr. Popescu Mirceni identified other potential stakeholders which 
should be consulted regarding the Chirnogeni Wind Farm. These are 
the “Grigore Antipa” National Museum of Natural History Bucharest 
and the Romanian Ornithological Society (SOR). He identified persons 
which can be contacted for consultation and provided their contact 
details. 

 

• Mr. Popescu Mirceni indicated that the project site is in the vicinity of 
one power plant located in Bulgaria, very close to the Romanian 
border. He suggested including this aspect in the Technical 
Memorandum produced for the Environmental Impact Assessment 
procedure so that it can further be considered in the EIA. 
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Subject/Ref 
 

Chirnogeni Wind Farm – Early consultation meeting 

Venue 
 

Office of the Payment and Intervention Agency for 
Agriculture (APIA), 51 Tomis Boulevard, Constanta, 
Constanta County 

Date of 
Meeting 
 

18 March 2009 

Attendees  
 

Ms. Emanuela Fleancu (APIA), Athanasios Efkarpidis 
(EPGE), Dana Afrenie (ERM) 

Distribution 
 

EPGE and ERM 

Date 20 March 2009 
 
 ACTION 
1. Introductions & Presentation of the Project (ERM & EPGE)  
Ms. Emanuela Fleancu is the Deputy Executive Director of the Payment and 
Intervention Agency for Agriculture (APIA) Constanta. Ms. Afrenie and Mr. 
Efkarpidis presented themselves and their involvement in the Chirnogeni 
Wind Farm project. Consultation presentation and project pamphlet were 
provided to support the discussion. 

 

2. Discussion  
• ERM presented the status of the Project and stressed the purpose of 

conducting such consultation meetings.  
 

• According to the international standards, the EIA procedure requires 
early consultation meetings to be held with the stakeholders and local 
public in order to learn their concerns about the Project. These 
meetings are held before submission of application documents to the 
Local Environmental Protection Agency (LEPA) Constanta so that the 
comments and concerns addressed by stakeholders and public are 
taken into consideration. 

 

• Ms. Afrenie asked if the Agency could provide information on the 
types of crops that are planted on the fields near the project area. 
Based on this type information it would be possible to estimate how 
frequent farmers will be present in the vicinity of the project site.  

 

• Ms. Fleancu replied that the Agency does not hold such data because 
there may be several land owners within a larger plot of land and each 
of them decides freely which crops to grow.  

 

• Ms. Fleancu continued and explained that farmers are usually 
inspected by representatives of the APIA in order to make sure that 
they have a good housekeeping of their land and prevent the 
contamination with weeds.  

• It is necessary for EPGE to make sure they keep the project site clear of 
weeds so that farmers cannot blame them for the contamination of 
their land.  
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Subject/Ref Chirnogeni Wind Farm – Early scoping consultation 
meeting 

Venue Chirnogeni Community Centre, Chirnogeni Commune, 
Constanta County 

Date of 
Meeting 

Sunday 31 May 2009, between 11.00 – 12.00 

Attendees  Ionel David (EPGE), Silviu Harabagiu (ERM), Dana Afrenie 
(ERM), Iulia Luta (ERM), Gheorghe Manta (Mayor of 
Chirnogeni Commune) and 33 villagers 

Distribution EPGE and ERM 
Date 2 June 2009 

 

INTRODUCTION 
The consultation meeting started at 11.00 in the morning. 33 villagers, out of 
which 30 men and 3 women responded to the invitations sent by the 
developer. 8 of the participants were people over 60 years old and the 
remaining were between 15-59 years.  
Mr. Silviu Harabagiu of ERM gave a 15-minute presentation of the Project and 
explained the basics of the ESIA and Public Consultation Processes. The 
presentation and all associated discussions were carried out in Romanian 
language.  
  
QUESTION ASKED BY THE PUBLIC ANSWER PROVIDED 

• The Mayor of Chirnogeni took the 
lead: I would expect that at least 
20% of the construction manpower 
could be employed from Chirnogeni 
Commune?  

Mr. Ionel David, Director of EP 
Energy Constanta, explained: 
EPGE has already considered to 
employ local manpower for 
construction but the actual percentage 
will be discussed when construction 
details are in a more advanced stage. 

• The Mayor continued: Is there a 
possibility to facilitate Chirnogeni 
Commune the use of a small percent 
of the energy produced for street 
lighting? 

Mr. Ionel David replied: The energy 
produced by the wind farm will be 
transmitted into the National Power 
Grid. Further arrangements on the 
matter raised will be discussed with 
the Local Commune Council but no 
commitments can be made at this 
moment. 

• What benefits will this project bring 
to our commune? 

A couple of benefits were 
presented to the villagers: 
• EPGE is the only wind energy 

company which has a registered 
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office headquarter in Chirnogeni, 
the commune where it will 
operate. This approach has been 
taken in order to pay the necessary 
taxes and fees to the local 
commune budget. Consequently, a 
part of EPGE’s profit will benefit 
the local community. The 
Mayoralty will be able to use the 
money from the contributions 
made by EPGE to buy new desks 
for the schools, renovate 
community facilities, rehabilitate 
commune roads etc; 

• The exploitation roads will be 
upgraded.  

• When will the construction works be 
conducted? 

Mr. Ionel David replied: EPGE will 
start construction works after 
obtaining all the necessary permits to 
allow us to construct. Furthermore, 
EPGE will be careful not to affect the 
planting and harvesting processes and 
will therefore consult the farmers with 
regard to an appropriate time to begin 
the construction of foundations and 
rehabilitation of roads. As far as 
turbines are concerned, it takes 3-4 
days to install a turbine on fine 
weather and 7 days if the weather is 
moody. Therefore, all 12 turbines 
which will be installed on the lands 
within Chirnogeni Commune will be 
erected in approximately 9 weeks and 
will not affect the farmers’ crops.  

• Besides the noise impact, can you tell 
us which other negative impacts may 
be associated to the proposed Project? 

The Environmental and Social Impact 
Assessment (ESIA) which is being 
conducted will investigate potential 
negative and positive impacts of the 
Project and where possible will try to 
mitigate any adverse impacts 
identified. The ESIA will focus on 
areas like: land acquisition, cultural 
heritage, social impact, shadow flicker, 
noise, increased traffic and dust levels 
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during construction, employment 
opportunities etc.  

• Can you install additional turbines 
on our lands? 

Mr. Ionel David replied: EPGE 
intend to develop other wind farms in 
the area in the future. For the 
moment,EPGE cannot install more 
than 32 turbines, out of which 12 
within Chirnogeni and 20 within 
Independenta, because the existing 
Chirnogeni substation cannot transfer 
more than 80 MW into the National 
Power Grid. Even for this Project, 
EPGE will need to perform works to 
upgrade this substation in order to be 
able to operate at full capacity and 
further transmit the energy produced 
by the wind farm. In the future EPGE 
intend to develop other wind farms in 
Constanta county, in villages like 
Mereni, Cobadin, Ciocarlia or towns 
like Negru Voda.  

• What is the power of each turbine? Each of the 32 turbines will have a 
rated power of 2.5 MW resulting in a 
total output power of 80 MW for the 
wind farm. EPGE will need to comply 
with many indicators required by the 
ANRE (Romanian Energy Regulatory 
Authority) in order to “label” the 
energy produced by the wind farm. 
EPGE hope to be producing energy by 
2011 but only after completing the 
necessary construction works and 
operational tests for the turbines. 

• For the future wind farms you intend 
to develop, you will take the same 
approach of buying the land 
necessary for the Project? 

EPGE will take the same approach 
because the implementation of such 
projects requires financing from 
financial institutions such as banks. 
These banks are more confident to 
finance Projects developed on land 
areas owned by the developer. 
Additionally, it is more economically 
feasible than paying rent for the plots 
used by the wind farm. Also, another 
benefit from this approach is that  the 
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prices EPGE has paid to purchase the 
lands were well above the market price 
for land in the area. 

• Will farming activities still be 
allowed on the lands within the wind 
farm?  

Sales agreements allow farming 
activities to be continued on the lands 
purchased by EPGE, except the parts 
occupied by the turbine foundations.  
Some of the owners from whom EPGE 
have bought larger plots, out of which 
EPGE will only use a small area, can 
confirm that sales agreements allowed 
them to further lease the land to 
agricultural operators and benefit from 
the harvest or farm it themselves.  
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Subject/Ref Chirnogeni Wind Farm – Early scoping consultation 
meeting 

Venue Independenta Community Centre, Independenta 
Commune, Constanta County 

Date of 
Meeting 

Saturday 30 May 2009, between 16.30 – 17.30 

Attendees  Ionel David (EPGE), Sean Miller (EPGE), Silviu Harabagiu 
(ERM), Dana Afrenie (ERM), Iulia Luta (ERM), Cristea 
Gascan (Mayor of Independenta Commune) and 34 
villagers 

Distribution EPGE and ERM 
Date 2 June 2009 

 

INTRODUCTION 
The consultation meeting started at 16.30 in the afternoon. 34 villagers, out of 
which 30 men and 4 women responded to the invitations sent by the 
developer. 5 of the participants were people over 60 years old, 25 were 
between 15-59 years and 4 were younger than 15.  
Mr. Silviu Harabagiu of ERM gave a 15-minute presentation of the Project and 
explained the basics of the ESIA and Public Consultation Processes. The 
presentation and all associated discussions were carried out in Romanian 
language.  
  
QUESTION ASKED 
BY THE PUBLIC 

ANSWER PROVIDED 

• If you implement 
this Project will 
we pay lower 
prices for 
electricity?  

Mr. Ionel David, Director of EP Energy Constanta: 
The energy produced by the wind farm will be entirely 
transmitted into the National Power Grid. The 
inhabitants of Independenta Commune will not be the 
direct beneficiaries of this energy and therefore the current 
price of electricity will not be lowered. Thecommunity of 
Independenta will have however other benefits from this 
Project. 

• What will be the 
benefits for our 
commune? 

As part of the project, EPGE will instal la total of 32 
turbines, out of which 20 turbines on the lands within 
Independenta Commune and 12 on the lands within 
Chirnogeni Commune. For the 20 turbines within 
Independenta, EPGE will need to pay taxes to the local 
commune budget. This money will be used as best 
considered by the Local Council to respond to the needs of 
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the commune: rehabilitate the community centre and 
commune roads, buy books for the library etc. Moreover, 
during construction EPGE will need unskilled manpower 
and will try to employ it locally. 
Also, another benefit from this project is that the prices 
EPGE has paid to purchase the lands were well above the 
current market price for land in the area. 

• When will the 
construction 
works be 
conducted? 

Mr. Ionel David replied: EPGE will start construction 
works after obtaining all the necessary permits to allow us 
to construct. EPGE are aiming to start towards end of 
2009 or beginning of 2010 so that the wind farm can start 
to produce electricity in 2011.   

• What will be the 
distance between 
turbines? 

There will be a 400 m distance between turbines.  

• What type of 
cables will 
connect the wind 
farm to the Power 
Grid? 

The electricity produced by the wind farm will be 
transferred to the existing Chirnogeni Substation via an 
overhead transmission line (110 kV) which will be 
constructed by EPGE. Further on, the electricity will be 
transferred into the Power Grid via existing overhead 
lines which are currently operating at 20 kV. The 
developer will upgrade this lines to be able to operate at 
their original maximum voltage of 110 kV.  

• What happens if 
we subscribe to 
this energy and 
the wind stops 
blowing in the 
region? 

Actually, the inhabitants of Independenta Commune will 
not need to subscribe to this energy as it will be 
transmitted directly into the National Power Grid and not 
to domestic consumers. The energy supply will remain 
unchanged; this is also the reason why you will pay the 
same prices. Therefore, there is no need to fear that if the 
wind stops blowing will not have any electricity in  
homes. Moreoever, studies which have conducted 
measuring wind parameters have concluded that the wind 
blows 360 days per year in Dobrogea.   

• Will farming 
activities still be 
allowed on the 
lands within the 
wind farm?  

Farming activities will continue to be allowed on the land 
which is not necessary for operation and maintenance of 
the wind farm, once construction works are completed. 
Farming activities will only cease on the areas used to 
construct turbine foundations. These, however, we 
continue to generate income to the local budget by means 
of taxes we will need to pay.  

• What will be the 
height of the 
turbines? 

The turbines have a hub height of 100 m and the total 
height up to the top of the blades will be 145 m. 
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• Why will there be 
only 80 MW? 

This is the maximum power permitted by ENEL and 
Transelectrica because the existing Chirnogeni substation 
can only transmit 80 MW into the National Power Grid. 
For this, we will need to perform upgrading works to this 
substation without affecting the existing equipment. We 
will also need to upgrade the existing overhead lines from 
the existing Chirnogeni substation to Cobadin and 
Basarabi.  

 




